
The Library of the year in Ukraine: 

sharing experience

Presented by

Director of Lviv Public 

Libraries

Liubov Tsiapalo



Network of Public Libraries

Of Ukraine

ʙʽʙʣʽʦʪʝʢ ʋʢʨʘʾʥʠ

ʄʝʨʝʞʘ ʧʫʙʣʽʯʥʠʭ 

ʙʽʙʣʽʦʪʝʢ ʋʢʨʘʾʥʠ

VȭɌɓɚɎɔɕ ɜɱɎɑəɨ ðɜɱɎɑəɨ

VNetwork of libraries ï16227

VProfessionals in libraries ï99292 

VThe Internet ï22% of libraries

VE-catalogs ï6% of libraries



Reform of the Network of Public Libraries of 

Ukraine (starting from 2016)

We have:

ÅBasic level ïlevel of communities

ÅDistrict level ïfunctions temporary until the 

process of creating UTC (Unification of 

Territorial Communities) is finished

ÅRegional level (The Autonomous Republic of 

Crimea, regions, cities of Kyiv and Simferopolô) 

ÅNational level



Ukrainian Library Association (ULA)ð Ukrainian community 

organization that brings together people who are engaged in the 

professional field of libraries work. 

Library workers   - 69 000

Libraries - 39 000

It promotes development of the civil society and works as a 

democratic institution of library services management



Projects and programs of ULAÅʇʽʜʪʨʠʤʢʘ

Å Encouraging community ventures

Å Action against plagiarism

Å Participating in the project çActive Citizensè

Å Projects under Erasmus+ in order to promote 

European values

Å Network of points of citizensô access to official 

information

Å çPublic Libraries ïBridges Towards E-

Governanceè

ÅCooperation with IFLA



23 years of ULA

69 000

library

workers
39 000 libraries

+



25 877 100 citizens of Ukraine are library users !!!



We are growing!

V4 000 individual members of ULA

V160 group members of ULA

V12 registered regional offices of ULA

V6 regional offices conduct civic-based work

V7 independent regional library associations 

are group members of ULA

V7 thematic sections



During the 10 years of membership we:

Å Took part in international conferences and forums, 

competitions

Å Implemented projects of the ULA and its partners

Å Were awarded as the Library of the Year 2017 for the URBAN-

library project



Lviv Public Libraries. Who are we?

We are informative, cultural, communicative and urban

centers, innovative place that creates new ideas for

community development and resurgence

We became recognizable and prestige owing to social

and cultural activity, organizing important for the city

events, as well as to projects and grants work



Partners of Network 

of Lviv City Libraries 

for Adults include:

- community 

organizations

- public institutions

- charity funds

- businesses

- educational and 

cultural facilities

83 institutions



Public Libraries - Lesia Ukrayinka Central City Library and 

its 22 branch libraries

Staff - 91

Stock of documents ï798 000

Computers ï144 units

Internet  - since 2005

1 out of every 12 city dwellers is our user



Leveraging external resources from grants and projects

Å2016-2017  - 15 projects are realized

Å30 000$ and technical equipment are engaged

Projects are aimed at:

Å childrenôs development

Åstrengthening of the community

Ådevelopment of specialized branches



First Lviv Mediateka (multimedia

library) ïinteractive public space of the new 

generation; functions as a platform for 

educational and civic initiatives. 

URBAN-library ïspecialized space for anyone 

who is interested in urban studies and is engaged 

in activism aiming to solve problems of urban 

planning

Examples of modernization of our libraries



Lesia Ukrayinka Central City Library ï

multifunctional space with both traditional and 

innovative services for spending quality time with 

different groups of visitors. Its motto is çMake 

yourself a home!è This is a platform for 

implementing many library projects.

Sensotecaïthe first Ukrainian informal inclusive 

space for people with different intellectual and 

physical capabilities



Innoteca - an open and active center that produces 

systemic influence on the future by means of modern 

technologies. 

Maker Space - a combination of modern 

equipment, interesting programs and cool 

mentors. This project is created for pupils to 

show just how exciting learning can be.



Good neighborliness

ÅEstablishing communication and cooperation within the community

ÅCollaboration on projects between activists and district dwellers





Community

ÅTrade fairs with collection of funds for librariesô needs; thematic 

events, volunteering assistance.

ÅThe city community supported one of the libraries, helped to prevent 

its closing and partially assisted in its renovation. 





Volunteering

Volunteer initiatives of librarians (hospital visits, books collecting) 

and the community (help with moving, arrangement of space, 

joining famous volunteer movements) 




